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REPORT: Update on Hong Kong Outbound & Exhibitions 

Statistics show Hong Kong Outbound unaffected by social unrest 
 
Hong Kong’s outbound this summer about the same as last year, despite social unrest, and the city’s trade 

exhibitions keep to schedule! Based on official statistics, statements and media reports etc., TKS, organizer of 
ITE Hong Kong, the city’s only travel fair prepared report below and any usage at own risk!   

 
OUTBOUND apparently unaffected 

 
Comparing to same period last year, Hong Kong citizens made in July this year 7.973 million departures, 

up 2.3%, and in August 7.566 million departures, almost no change!  But inbound dropped 7.9% in July to 
5.197 million, and a far bigger drop expected for August!  Above statistics from the August issue of Hong 
Kong Monthly Digest of Statistics.  

 
However, Hong Kong’s travel agents reported loss of sale revenues of outbound tours in July and August, 

respectively by 16.3% and 8.8%, while air tickets sale grew 9% in July but dropped 8.6% in August.  Above 
statistics from Travel Industry Council September 11 report do not include FIT!   

 
In July there was a 0.5% increase to 1.233 million departures at Airport but a 3.2% drop to 1.112 million 

in August! The two days sit-in there in August likely shifted some travelers to the Shenzhen airport which did 
report traffic gain in that month.   

 
Departures from the Kai Tak Cruise Terminal in July and August this year totaled around 98000 Hong 

Kong citizens, almost the same as in last year.  Hong Kong citizens can depart by air, sea and land, some of 
which like Speed Train to China are new so no comparable statistics.  

 
To push outbound tour sale, the city’s travel agents are offering, for example, around 13% discount for a 

7 days tour to Australia during end of December; and a 16% discount for a 12 days tour to Eastern Europe 
departing in mid-October, according to latest news report.   

 
EXHIBITIONS & CONFERENCES held as planned 

 
Earlier, we reported that ITE this year, despite being hemmed in by protest marches right before opening 

and on the last day, was held as planned with no loss in exhibitors and a relatively mild drop of 6.8% in buyers 
and trade visitors. In fact, other exhibitions in the city shared similar experiences, according to the Hong Kong 
Exhibition Convention Industry Association (HKECIA)  

 
HKECIA reported in a statement dated August 27 that “up until the time of this announcement, both of 

the two major venues for trade exhibitions and international conferences, the Hong Kong Convention and 
Exhibition Centre (HKCEC) and Asia World-Expo (AWE), are accessible”, “fully operational” and “At this 
time we are seeing that major exhibitions and conferences in Hong Kong are running without incident or 
interruption”.   

 
Available on HKECIA website (https://www.exhibitions.org.hk/en/) is a video which contains interviews 

of exhibitors and visitors to recent international exhibitions held in Hong Kong.  
 
Also, the Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre (HKCEC) reported on September 6 that “HKCEC 

has been operating as normal over the past few months and events are running without interruption”, and “is 
business as usual here”!  

 
To be held in Halls 1A to 1E of the HKCEC, ITE Hong Kong 2020, which combines the 34th ITE (Leisure) 

and the 15th ITE MICE, will be held from June 11 to 14 with the first two days for trade and professionals 
requiring registration for admission, and the last two days open to public. For details and enquiry, please visit 
www.itehk.com. For enquiry of exhibiting, visiting, advertising and sponsorship, please contact the organizer 
TKS Exhibition Services Ltd by Email travel@tkshk.com or Wechat ID: ite-hongkong 
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